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To log in, click on the blue button that says, ‘Login with School Details,’ or enter your school email 

address in the Borrower ID field and your school password in the password field. Use Accessit to 

view your loans; reserve books when you’re unable to come to the library; search the library stock; 

write book reviews, and more. 

Access our library software from any device, anywhere, 

using this URL: https://uk.accessit.online/nws00 

 

 
Fo l low us on Twit ter/  X :  

@NWSLibrary  

Fo l low us on Instagram:  

@nwschool l ibrary  

See what we’r e reading on Storygr aph:  

https://app.thes torygraph.com/prof i le/newsteadl ibrary  

View our  Amazon Wish  L ist :  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/31UREQLIV3HCI?ref_=wl_share 

 

 

 

If you would like to renew a book, or have any comments/ queries, please don’t hesitate to 

contact us at l i b r a r y @ n e w s t e a d w o o d . c o . u k  

Happy reading! – Miss Mullins, Miss Walker, and Miss Henry 

"In the summer, the days were long… this collection of weeks when anything was possible." – Sarah Dessen 
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Orpington Library’s Younger Teens Reading Group  

    The Summer Reading Edition      

With the summer holidays fast approaching, now is the time to start thinking about 

your holiday reading. Below are some of the library’s brand-new books to give you 

some inspiration. Any books borrowed from the library this week and next will be 

due back in September, so you’ll have all summer to read them. To remind you: 

years 7, 8, & 9 can borrow 4 books at a time, years 10 and 11 can borrow 6 books at 

a time, and sixth form can borrow 8 books at a time. This is the last library 

newsletter this academic year, so with that in mind have a wonderful summer, and 

happy reading       – Miss Mullins, Miss Henry, and Miss Walker 

 

The Blonde Dies First by Joelle Wellington 

Devon Harris doesn't have much planned for the summer - until her sister, Drew, invites Devon to a 

very exclusive private school party. Out of her element, Devon commits to being game at everything. 

Even when the private school kids ask her if there are fights at her school. Even when they ask her if 

her box braids are her real hair. Even when those weird ass kids pull out a Ouija board. But this 

seemingly harmless bit of fun has terrible consequences. Something has been released, and only a 

week later it's hunting Devon, Drew and their friends. Hunting them in an eerily familiar way... 

 

Dear Evan Hansen: The Novel by Val Emmich 

When a letter that was never meant to be seen draws high school senior Evan Hansen into the Murphy family's 

grief over the loss of their son, he is given the chance of a lifetime: to belong. He just has to stick to a lie he never 

meant to tell. That the notoriously troubled Connor Murphy was his secret best friend. Suddenly, Evan isn't 

invisible anymore. And Connor's wealthy parents have taken him in like he was their own, desperate to know 

more about their enigmatic son from his 'closest friend'. As Evan gets pulled deeper into their family, he knows 

that what he's doing may not be right, but if he's helping people, how wrong can it be? No longer tangled in his 

once-incapacitating anxiety, this new Evan has a purpose. He's confident. He's a viral phenomenon. Every day is 

amazing. But when everything is in danger of unravelling, he comes face to face with his greatest obstacle: 

himself. 

Descendant of the Crane by Joan He 

For princess Hesina of Yan, the palace is her home, but her father is her world. He taught her 

how to defend against the corruption and excesses of the old kings, before revolutionaries 

purged them and their seers and established the dynasty anew. Before he died, he was 

supposed to teach her how to rule. The imperial doctors say the king died a natural death, but 

Hesina has reason to believe he was murdered. She is determined to uncover the truth and 

bring the assassin to justice. But in a broken system, ideals can kill. As the investigation quickly 

spins out of Hesina’s control, she realizes that no one is innocent. Not the heroes in history, or 

the father she thought she knew. More blood will spill if she doesn’t rein in the trial soon―her 

people’s, her family’s, and even her own. 

This Feast of a Life by Cynthia So 

Auden is finding different ways to be themself. The first - using their new chosen name, which feels most 

authentically them. The second - starting a food blog where they can share their passion for food, through 

family recipes and the stories behind them. And when the blog brings them Valerie, they discover more 

than they'd ever expected. It's been over a year since Valerie lost her mum - her beautiful, vibrant mum 

who loved cooking. Since her mum's death, Valerie and her dad have drifted further and further apart, the 

kitchen left cold and empty, until Valerie finds Auden's blog. The blog (and its writer) spark something in 

Valerie. Could she have found a recipe for happiness? 

How It Is by Samuel Beckett 

Published in French in 1961, and in English in 1964, How It Is is a novel in three parts, written 

in short paragraphs, which tell (abruptly, cajolingly, bleakly) of a narrator lying in the dark, in 

the mud, repeating his life as he hears it uttered - or remembered - by another voice. Told 

from within, from the dark, the story is tirelessly and intimately explicit about the feelings that 

pervade his world, but fragmentary and vague about all else therein or beyond. 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them: The Original Screenplay by JK Rowling 

When Magizoologist Newt Scamander arrives in New York, he intends his stay to be just a brief 

stopover. However, when his magical case is misplaced and some of Newt's fantastic beasts escape, 

it spells trouble for everyone... 

, 

Some Places More Than Others by Renée Watson 

All Amara wants for her birthday is to visit her father's family in New York City – Harlem. She can't wait to 

finally meet her Grandpa Earl and cousins in person, and to stay in the brownstone where her father grew 

up. Maybe this will help her understand her family – and herself – in a new way. But New York City is not 

exactly what Amara thought it would be. It's noisy, crowded, confusing, and her cousins can be mean. Plus, 

her father is too busy working to spend time with her and too angry to fix his relationship with Grandpa 

Earl. Amara can't help wondering, even if she does discover more about where she came from, will it help 

her know where she belongs? 
Remembrance of Earth’s Past #2: The Dark Forest by Cixin Liu 

(Recommended for Older Readers) 

Imagine the universe as a forest, patrolled by numberless and nameless predators. In this forest, 

stealth is survival - any civilisation that reveals its location is prey. Earth has. Now the predators are 

coming. Crossing light years, the Trisolarians will reach Earth in four centuries' time. But the sophons, 

their extra-dimensional agents and saboteurs, are already here. Only the individual human mind 

remains immune to their influence. This is the motivation for the Wallfacer Project, a last-ditch 

defence that grants four individuals almost absolute power to design secret strategies, hidden 

through deceit and misdirection from human and alien alike. Three of the Wallfacers are influential 

statesmen and scientists, but the fourth is a total unknown. Luo Ji, an unambitious Chinese 

astronomer, is baffled by his new status. All he knows is that he's the one Wallfacer that Trisolaris 

wants dead. 

Remembrance of Earth’s Past #3: Death’s End by Cixin Liu 

(Recommended for Older Readers) 

Half a century after the Doomsday Battle, the uneasy balance of Dark Forest Deterrence keeps the Trisolaran 

invaders at bay. Earth enjoys unprecedented prosperity due to the infusion of Trisolaran knowledge and, with 

human science advancing and the Trisolarans adopting Earth culture, it seems that the two civilizations can co-

exist peacefully as equals without the terrible threat of mutually assured annihilation. But peace has made 

humanity complacent. Cheng Xin, an aerospace engineer from the 21st century, awakens from hibernation in this 

new age. She brings knowledge of a long-forgotten program dating from the start of the Trisolar Crisis, and her 

presence may upset the delicate balance between two worlds. Will humanity reach for the stars or die in its 

cradle? 

Wash Day Diaries by Jamila Rowser and Robyn Smith 

From writer Jamila Rowser and artist Robyn Smith comes a captivating graphic novel about 

the daily lives of four best friends in the Bronx, told through five interlocking short stories. 

Wash Day follows Kim through the quiet self-care rituals of her wash day—the universal 

experience shared by Black women of setting aside all plans and responsibilities for a full day 

of hair care. Group Chat sees Tanisha filling her many hours at the salon by texting her friends 

all her latest gossip. Bright Side is a quiet portrait of Davene missing a hair appointment as 

she struggles with her mental health and gets well-meaning, but misguided support from 

Cookie. In La Bendición, Cookie receives an unexpected request from her estranged abuela 

and heals a family rift during a tender moment of hair care. Ride or Die takes place on 

Saturday night, when the girls have each other’s backs as they head triumphantly to the club 

for Kim’s big show. 

Imogen, Obviously by Becky Albertelli 

Imogen may be hopelessly heterosexual, but she’s got the World’s Greatest Ally title locked down. And 

when she visits her best friend, Lili, at college who is newly out, newly graduated and newly thriving, with a 

cool new squad of queer college friends, no one knows that Imogen’s a raging hetero – not even Lili’s best 

friend, Tessa. Of course, the more time Imogen spends with chaotic, freckle-faced Tessa, the more she 

starts to wonder if her truth was ever all that straight to begin with… 

Red Rising #4: Iron Gold by Pierce Brown 

A decade ago, Darrow was the hero of the revolution he believed would break the chains of the 

Society. But the Rising has shattered everything: Instead of peace and freedom, it has brought 

endless war. Now he must risk everything he has fought for on one last desperate mission. 

Darrow still believes he can save everyone, but can he save himself? And throughout the worlds, 

other destinies entwine with Darrow’s to change his fate forever: A young Red girl flees tragedy 

in her refugee camp and achieves for herself a new life she could never have imagined. An ex-

soldier broken by grief is forced to steal the most valuable thing in the galaxy—or pay with his 

life. And Lysander au Lune, the heir in exile to the sovereign, wanders the stars with his mentor, 

Cassius, haunted by the loss of the world that Darrow transformed, and dreaming of what will 

rise from its ashes. 

Red Rising #6: Light Bringer by Pierce Brown 

The Reaper is a legend, more myth than man: the saviour of worlds, the leader of the Rising, the breaker of chains. 

But the Reaper is also Darrow, born of the red soil of Mars: a husband, a father, a friend. The worlds once needed the 

Reaper. But now they need Darrow. Because after the dark age will come a new age: of light, of victory, of hope. 

Red Rising #5: Dark Age by Pierce Brown 

For a decade Darrow led a revolution against the corrupt color-coded Society. Now, outlawed by the 

very Republic he founded, he wages a rogue war on Mercury in hopes that he can still salvage the 

dream of Eo. But as he leaves death and destruction in his wake, is he still the hero who broke the 

chains? Or will another legend rise to take his place? Lysander au Lune, the heir in exile, has returned 

to the Core. Determined to bring peace back to mankind at the edge of his sword, he must overcome or 

unite the treacherous Gold families of the Core and face down Darrow over the skies of war-torn 

Mercury. But theirs are not the only fates hanging in the balance. On Luna, Mustang, Sovereign of the 

Republic, campaigns to unite the Republic behind her husband. Beset by political and criminal enemies, 

can she outwit her opponents in time to save him? Once a Red refugee, young Lyria now stands 

accused of treason, and her only hope is a desperate escape with unlikely new allies. Abducted by a 

new threat to the Republic, Pax and Electra, the children of Darrow and Sevro, must trust in Ephraim, a 

thief, for their salvation—and Ephraim must look to them for his chance at redemption. As alliances 

shift, break, and re-form—and power is seized, lost, and reclaimed—every player is at risk in a game of 

conquest that could turn the Rising into a new Dark Age. The Medicine Book by DK 

This book explores big questions like these, explaining the breakthroughs and discoveries that have shaped our 

modern-day understanding of medicine and helped us protect and promote our health. Written in plain English, 

The Medicine Book cuts through the jargon and is packed with pithy explanations of the most important 

milestones in medical history, with step-by-step diagrams and witty illustrations that untangle knotty concepts. 

From ancient medical practices, such as herbal medications and balancing the humours, through groundbreaking 

work including Jenner's experiments with cowpox, which laid the basis for vaccination, The Medicine Book offers 

an engaging overview of medical history across the world all the way into the 21st century with gene 

manipulation, immunotherapy, and robotics and telesurgery. Covering the role that therapies and drugs have 

played in the human quest to treat and prevent disease, the establishment of hospitals and later international 

medical bodies, like the WHO, and medical science's response to new challenges, such as accelerated antibiotic 

resistance and COVID-19, The Medicine Book explains the stories behind each milestone development. 

Twin Ambitions: My Autobiography by Mo Farah 

4 August, 2012. Super Saturday. On the most electric night in the history of British sport, Mo Farah braved the pain and 

punishment to seize Olympic gold in the 10,000m - and in the process went from being a talented athlete to a national treasure. 

Seven days later, Mo seized his second gold at the 5000m to go where no British distance runner has gone before. In 2016 Mo 

achieved an even more stunning feat at the Rio Olympic Games, successfully defending both his titles to complete an 

extraordinary double-double. Records have tumbled before him: European track records at 1500m, 5000m indoors, and 10,000m; 

British track records at 5000m, 3000m indoors and 10k on the road have all fallen to Mohamed 'Mo' Farah: the boy from Somalia 

who came to Britain at the age of eight, leaving behind his twin brother, and with just a few words of English, and a natural 

talent for running. Twin Ambitions is much more than an autobiography by a great Olympic champion. It's a moving human story 

of a man who grew up in difficult circumstances, separated from his family at an early age, who struggled to overcome seemingly 

insurmountable obstacles to become Britain's most decorated Olympic track-and-field athlete ever. 

Regenesis: Feeding the World Without Devouring the Planet by George Monbiot 

Farming is the world's greatest cause of environmental destruction - and the one we are least prepared to talk about. 

We criticise urban sprawl, but farming sprawls across thirty times as much land. We have ploughed, fenced and 

grazed great tracts of the planet, felling forests, killing wildlife, and poisoning rivers and oceans to feed ourselves. Yet 

millions still go hungry. Now the food system itself is beginning to falter. But, as George Monbiot shows us in this 

brilliant, bracingly original new book, we can resolve the biggest of our dilemmas and feed the world without 

devouring the planet. Regenesis is a breathtaking vision of a new future for food and for humanity. Drawing on 

astonishing advances in soil ecology, Monbiot reveals how our changing understanding of the world beneath our feet 

could allow us to grow more food with less farming. He meets the people who are unlocking these methods, from the 

fruit and vegetable grower revolutionising our understanding of fertility; through breeders of perennial grains, 

liberating the land from ploughs and poisons; to the scientists pioneering new ways to grow protein and fat. 

Together, they show how the tiniest life forms could help us make peace with the planet, restore its living systems, 

and replace the age of extinction with an age of regenesis. 

We’re Here Because You Were There: Immigration and the End of an Empire by Ian Sanjay Patel 

What are the origins of the hostile environment against immigrants in the UK? Patel retells Britain's recent history 

in an often-shocking account of state racism that still resonates today. In a series of post-war immigration laws 

from 1948 to 1971, arrivals from the Caribbean, Asia and Africa to Britain went from being citizens to being 

renamed immigrants. In the late 1960s, British officials drew upon an imperial vision of the world to contain what it 

saw as a vast immigration 'crisis' involving British citizens, passing legislation to block their entry. As a result, British 

citizenship itself was redefined along racial lines, fatally compromising the Commonwealth and exposing the limits 

of Britain's influence in world politics. Combining voices of so-called immigrants trying to make a home in Britain 

and the politicians, diplomats and commentators who were rethinking the nation, Ian Sanjay Patel excavates the 

reasons why Britain failed to create a post-imperial national identity. 

Ten Birds That Changed the World by Stephen Moss 

For the whole of human history, we have lived alongside birds. We have hunted and domesticated them for food; venerated them 

in our mythologies, religion and rituals; exploited them for their natural resources; and been inspired by them for our music, art 

and poetry. In Ten Birds that Changed the World, naturalist and author Stephen Moss tells the gripping story of this long and 

eventful relationship through ten key species from all seven of the world's continents. From Odin's faithful raven companions to 

Darwin's finches, and from the wild turkey of the Americas to the emperor penguin as potent symbol of the climate crisis, this is a 

fascinating, eye-opening and endlessly engaging work of natural history. 

A Friend Called Anne: One Girl’s Story of War, Peace, and a Unique Friendship with Anne 

Frank by Jacqueline Van Maarsen and Carol Ann Lee 

As a resident of Amsterdam who was lucky enough to be deported and not sent to 

concentration camps like other families, Jopie, a close friend of Anne Frank, provides 

stories of their friendship while recollecting what life was like during that difficult period in 

time as, one by one, friends and neighbours were gathered up and sent away. 

Frost Hollow Hall by Emma Carroll 

Tilly's heart sinks. Will's at the door of their cottage, daring her to come ice-skating up at Frost Hollow 

Hall. No one goes near the place these days. Rumour has it that the house is haunted... Ten years ago 

the young heir, Kit Barrington, drowned there in the lake. But Tilly never turns down a dare. Then it goes 

horribly wrong. The ice breaks, Tilly falls through and almost drowns. At the point of death, a beautiful 

angel appears in the water and saves her. Kit Barrington's ghost. Kit needs Tilly to solve the mystery of 

his death, so that his spirit can rest in peace. In order to discover all she can, Tilly gets work as a maid at 

Frost Hollow Hall. But the place makes her flesh crawl. It's all about the dead here, she's told, and in the 

heart of the house she soon discovers all manner of dark secrets… 

Wild Song by Candy Gourlay 

The year is 1904. Luki has lived a tribal life in the mountains of the Philippines. Now she's 

growing up, she is expected to become a wife and a mother, but Luki isn't ready to give up 

her dream to become a warrior. hen her tribe are offered a journey to America to be part of 

the St. Louis World's Fair, Luki will discover that the land of opportunity does not share its 

possibilities equally... 

The Secret Diary of a British Muslim Aged 13 ¾ by Tez Ilyas 

(Recommended for Older Readers) 

In this suitably dramatic rollercoaster of a teenage memoir, Tez takes us back to where it all began: a 

working class, insular British Asian Muslim community in his hometown of post-Thatcher Blackburn. 

Meet Ammi (Mum), Baji Rosey (the older sister), Shibz (the fashionable cousin), Was (the cool cousin), 

Shiry (the cleverest cousin) and a community with the most creative nicknames this side of Top Gun. 

Running away from shotgun-wielding farmers, successfully dodging arranged marriages, getting 

mugged, having front row seats to race riots and achieving formative sexual experiences doing 

stomach crunches in a gym, you could say life was fairly run of the mill. But with a GCSE pass rate of 

30% at his school, his own fair share of family tragedy around the corner and 9/11 on the horizon, 

Tez's experiences of growing up as a British Muslim wasn't the fun, Jihad-pursuing affair the media 

wants you to believe. Well ... not always. At times shalwar-wettingly hilarious and at others searingly 

sad, The Secret Diary of a British Muslim Aged 13¾ shows 90s Britain at its best, and its worst. 

Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty by Daron Acemoğlu and James A. 

Robinson 

Why are some nations more prosperous than others? Why Nations Fail sets out to answer this 

question, with a compelling and elegantly argued new theory: that it is not down to climate, 

geography or culture, but because of institutions. Drawing on an extraordinary range of contemporary 

and historical examples, from ancient Rome through the Tudors to modern-day China, leading 

academics Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson show that to invest and prosper, people need to 

know that if they work hard, they can make money and actually keep it - and this means sound 

institutions that allow virtuous circles of innovation, expansion and peace. Based on fifteen years of 

research, and answering the competing arguments of authors ranging from Max Weber to Jeffrey 

Sachs and Jared Diamond, Acemoglu and Robinson step boldly into the territory of Francis Fukuyama 

and Ian Morris. They blend economics, politics, history and current affairs to provide a new, powerful 

and persuasive way of understanding wealth and poverty. 

The Hollow and the Haunted by Camilla Raines 

Miles Warren hails from a long line of psychics. Resigned to a life in the family business, Miles is perfectly 

happy, thank you very much. Apart from the fact he hasn't told anyone he's gay, and that he's constantly 

exhausted from long nights spent wrangling angry ghosts in creepy cemeteries. Perfectly happy. But 

Miles's comfortable routine is interrupted when he starts having visions of an unfamiliar boy. He soon 

learns the stranger is Gabriel Hawthorne, whose family have a mysterious, decades-long feud with 

Miles's own—and that the visions are a premonition of his murder. Gabriel is everything Miles expects 

from a Hawthorne: rude, haughty, irritatingly good-looking. But that doesn't mean Miles is just going to 

stand by and let someone kill him. 

The Sinclair’s Mysteries #1: The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow by Katherine Woodfine 

You are cordially invited to attend the Grand Opening of Sinclair’s department store! Enter a world of 

bonbons, hats, perfumes and mysteries around every corner. Wonder at the daring theft of the priceless 

clockwork sparrow! Tremble as the most dastardly criminals in London enact their wicked plans! Gasp as 

our bold heroines, Miss Sophie Taylor and Miss Lilian Rose, crack codes, devour iced buns and vow to 

bring the villains to justice… 

https://uk.accessit.online/nws00
https://twitter.com/NWSLibrary
https://www.instagram.com/nwschoollibrary/
https://app.thestorygraph.com/profile/newsteadlibrary
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/31UREQLIV3HCI?ref_=wl_share
mailto:library@newsteadwood.co.uk

